THE  BACKGROUND
already been said will explain it where the second is concerned the reason is more technical It has lately been suggested, and a good case made out for the suggestion, that the linguistic element the Victorians used was ill suited to what they wanted to say1, they were using a language the eighteenth century had forged for its own needs to express very different emotions and apprehensions If this was so, it is not surprising that there was fumbling, false emphasis, tortuous-ness, and a reliance upon atmosphere rather than upon precision
There was one other difficulty with which the early Victorian writers had to contend, namely, the brooding spirit of Mrs Grundy, Victorian prudery, the convention that life was what one would like it to appear (this is not exactly hypocrisy), the Great Taboo which is often, wrongly, regarded as the outstanding characteristic of the Victorian age Some accepted it willingly, as Trollope, who objected to the smallest chink being made in the fence of "as we would like it to be", and could write of Rhoda Broughton's novels that they were "not so sweet-savoured as are those by Miss Thackeray, and are, therefore, less true to nature" But both Dickens and Thackeray felt the limitation Dickens complained of it in a letter to Forster,2 and Thackeray expressed annoyance at the taboo both in Vanity Fair and Pendenms "Since Tom Jones it has been forbidden to draw a picture of a man " Some, however, may prefer the interdiction to the swing in the other direction brought about by release from it
But perhaps the mam reason for the Victorian characteristics was the spiritual discomfort of the age, hardly anybody of clear vision or artistic sensibility could accept the implications of the odd God-Mammon worship which pervaded most of the century, the idea that to make money through industry was itself a virtue, and, together with the repression of natural enjoyment (which militated against amassing riches) the virtue most pleasing to God Emotionally, perhaps, they would have liked to belong to the Church, but in
1 F W Bateson, English Poetry and the English Language 1935 * August isth, 1856
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